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Registrants of existing .com domain names are well positioned for coming release of IDN TLDs.
For years, domainers have been investing in Internationalized Domain Names (IDNs) that use non-Latin characters. But these have all been IDN at the second level only, as there currently aren’t any top level domain names in non-Latin characters. So an internet user has to type the second level domain using one character set and then append “.com” to the end.
But that’s about to change, beginning with a select number of IDN country code domain names. Then, if everything goes as planned, entities will be able to apply for generic top level domain names in different scripts as part of the new gTLD process.
So what does this mean for people who bought idn.com domain names? They were banking on .com registry VeriSign getting the rights to “.com equivalents” in other scripts and languages and offering those to the existing registrants of IDN.com. As of right now, that looks like a good bet.
“Nothing is in concrete yet,” said Chuck Gomes, Vice President of Policy and Compliance for VeriSign Information Services. “But I think it’s a pretty well agreed-to plan.”
Essentially, if you have a second level .com domain name, then you’ll get the right to “activate” that second level domain in any of the .com-equivalent IDNs that VeriSign gets. The same goes for .net. 
“We want the .com name to be a unique experience for .com regardless of what script you do it in,” said Gomes.
Gomes said it’s too early to tell how many IDN equivalents of .com and .net VeriSign might apply for. “We can’t predict what ICANN will do in terms of the application process,” Gomes explained. “I can say that the business unit is considering applying for ’several’ IDN versions of .com in some of the scripts that are available.”
Owners of a .com that want to activate a .com-equivalent-IDN may need to pay a fee to do so. “The way I understand it right now, if you want to activate andrew.chinese-version-of-.com, there will be a fee, although that hasn’t been determined,” said Gomes.
However, domain registrants won’t be required to activate IDN TLDs just to keep them out of the hands of other people. The .com equivalent IDNs will always be reserved for whomever has the second level domain. This also means that, once IDN TLDs are released, if someone registers keyword.com-equivalent-IDN, no one else can register keyword.com.
The management of these activated IDN domain names will take place at the registrar. It likely won’t be possible to transfer ownership of one .com-equivalent IDN to another person while a registrant still has another .com-equivalent-IDN or .com of the same second level domain.
VeriSign’s current plan is that an activated IDN will work much like any other domain name, giving registrants full control such as nameservers. “If you want to create a web site around that [Chinese IDN TLD] you can, or you can point the Chinese version to your existing web site,” explained Gomes.
The idea of IDN equivalents of existing top level domain names could create some interesting situations, however. Although they have the presumptive right of renewal, registries such as VeriSign and Public Interest Registry merely have a contract to manage domain names such as .com and .org. If these registries get the IDN equivalents of these top level domain names and then lose the main contract, that would result in two different registries controlling what are essentially equivalent TLDs.
“How would that all happen, I don’t know that I know the answer to that, or if that would ever happen,” Gomes said, referring to the potential conflict. “It creates some complications that I don’t think anybody would want.”
About Moniker.com*, and a few reasons you should consider us:
· Our security is the highest in the industry.  We have never lost a domain name. 
· You can easily speak to a real person when you call during business hours. Your e-mails are returned in a timely manner and Support Cases are addressed and normally resolved within 24 hours. 
· We provide rapid check out pages. You can easily registrar one domain or a batch of 500 easily and quickly, with over 165 top TLD’s and IDN’s available to choose from.
· We do not turn domains off if a complaint is received, like some of our competitors who use this tactic as a profit center, we check and work with you. 
· Our superior domain on-line tools let you easily manage your property.  You can change 5,000 domains DNS, contact information, privacy and so on at one time in seconds.  Our 0n-line system is arguably the very fastest of any registrar.
· We provide domain appraisals that are recognized by the IRS and used for basing loans by financial institutions.  The 17 factors used in conjunction to a seasoned domain appraiser make Moniker.com appraisals the most accurate in the market.  
· Our low cost Domain Escrow service takes responsibility for the domain, which is held in escrow, as well as the funds for a truly safe transaction.  We have never lost a domain. Yes, we manage multiple payment / installment agreements that are over various time lengths.
We also have three different domain auctions:
· Moniker.com Premium Auctions – Which normally have a live auction and then an extended auction lasting a week after the live event.  Generally only premium names with low reserves are accepted for each event.  
· Moniker in conjunction with SnapNames also has the SnapNames Daily auctions.  Most names are accepted for this platform.
· Showcase Auctions stars on the 2nd Tuesday of each month ending on the following Tuesday at 3:15 pm EDT.  This is a regular monthly event having a different theme each month.

Please let me know the quantity of domains you have and I’ll provide you with a personalized quotation.   Looking forward to hearing from you so we can comfortably move forward.  Thanks!

Don
Don Lyons – Premium Account Manager
 
Don@Moniker.com - http://www.Moniker.com  – An ICANN Accredited Domain Registrar
Toll Free:  1-800-688-6311 Ext: 3535
O:  954-861-3535 Direct
F:  954-969-9155
*Moniker is the first and only provider of Domain Asset Management™, a complete set of business services that provide companies a single-point-of-access to help manage and maximize the value of their domains. These services include name creation, registration, acquisition, portfolio management, appraisal and escrow services, monetization and after-market sales – all backed by unsurpassed customer service and security.  With more than a decade of experience, Moniker a worldwide top 10 domain registrar, holds the industry’s highest customer retention rate and generates the most secure domain transactions in our industry.   



